THE   SERVETUS   AFFAIR

to Farel: "Servetus wrote to me lately, and beside his
letter sent me a great volume full of his ravings, main-
taining with incredible presumption in the letter that I
shall there find things stupendous and unheard of till
now. He declares himself ready to come hither if I wish
him to; but I shall not pledge my faith to him; for if he
did come here, I would see to it, in so far as I have
authority in this city, that he should not leave it alive."

We do not know whether Servetus was informed of
this threat; or whether (in a lost letter) Calvin may have
given him an obscure warning. Certainly the Spaniard
seems at length to have realized that he had roused in
Calvin a spirit of murderous hatred. For the first time
he became uneasy about the manuscript which he had
sent Calvin "sub sigillo secreti"; for it might prove
disastrous that this document was in the hands of one
who so openly expressed hostility. "Since you opine/'
wrote Servetus to Calvin in alarm, "that I am a Satan, I
propose to go no further. Send me back my manuscript
and may all be well with you. But if you honestly believe
the Pope to be Antichrist, you must also be convinced
that the Trinity and infant baptism, which are parts of
papistical doctrine, are devilish dogmas."

Calvin made no reply. He had no intention of send-
ing Servetus's manuscript back to the author, but put the
heretical writing carefully away in a drawer, where he
could lay his hand on it whenever he should need it. For
both the contending parties knew, after the acrimony of
their last utterances, that a fiercer struggle was inevit-
able ; and, his mind full of gloomy anticipations, Servetus
wrote at this time to a theologian: "It is now perfectly
plain to me that I am doomed to suffer death in this cause,
but the thought cannot shake my courage. As one of Jesus'
disciples, I shall advance in the footsteps of my master."
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